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CONFIDENTIAL LILONGWE 0694 

STADIS /////////////////////////////////////// 

FOR DEPTY. ASST. SEC. WALKER FROM STEVENSON 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MASS, MI, US 

SUBJECT: MALAWI ARMY OFFICER TRAINING - IMET 

REF: (A) STATE 1 16668; (B) LILONGWE 0627; (C) LILONGWE A-03, 

FEB. 9, 1978 (PARA 3); 

1 . WAS PLEASED TO NOTE IN YOUR LETTER TO MR. ROBERT J. 

MURRAY YOUR BELIEF THAT A CASE CAN BE MADE FOR PUTTING MODEST 
FUNDS INTO SUBJECT PROGRAM. I REGRET THAT IT WAS NOT SPELLED 
OUT MORE FULLY IN REF (B) THAT SUBJECT REQUEST FOR TRAINING 
HAS BEEN RENEWED EACH YEAR FOR PAST 4 YEARS BY CIC MALAWIAN 
ARMY AND WITH STRONG ENDORSEMENT FROM THIS EMBASSY. HOPEFULLY 
THIS WAS MADE CLEAR TO YOU PRESUMABLY IN BRIEFING MEMO 
FROM AF/E. EACH YEAR THE ARMY'S IMPATIENCE WITH OUR 
INABILITY TO MAKE ANY POSITIVE RESPONSE HAS NOTICEABLY 
INCREASED. AS THEY VIEW WITH INCREASING CONCERN THE 
GROWTH OF MARXIST ELEMENTS IN THE AREA, THEY ARE UNABLE TO 
UNDERSTAND WHY A COUNTRY WHICH HAS ALLIED ITSELF 
WITH THE FREE WORLD, GENERALLY SUPPORTS THE U.S. POSITION 
IN INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS, AND IS EAGER TO HAVE CLOSER 
RELATIONS WITH THE U.S. MILITARY SHOULD BE DENIED THIS 
MODEST REQUEST. QUITE FRANKLY NEITHER DO I. PARTICULARLY 
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IN VIEW OF THE SECRETARY'S PLEDGE THAT: "WE WILL CONSIDER 
SUMP ATHETIC ALLY APPEALS FOR ASSISTANCE FROM COUNTRIES WHICH 
ARE THREATENED BY A BUILD-UP OF FOREIGN MILITARY EQUIPMENT 
AND ADVISORS ON THEIR BORDERS, IN THE HORN AND ELSEWHERE." 

2. YOU WILL UNDERSTAND OUR INTEREST HERE, THEREFORE, 

IN LEARNING THE RATIONALE FOR YOUR ASSIGNING MALAWI "A 
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RATHER LOW PRIORITY IN COMPETITION WITH OTHER NEW IMET 
PROGRAMS THAT MIGHT BE STARTED UP IN AFRICA IN THE COMING 
YEARS." IT SEEMS TO ME OUR CASE IN THE AFRICAN CONTEXT 
SHOULD BE ONE OF THE STRONGER ONES UNLESS WE HAVE CONCLUDED 
THAT THE GEO-POLITICAL FORCES SURROUNDING THIS SMALL 
COUNTRY ARE SUCH THAT A RADICAL RE-ALIGNMENT HERE IN THE 
FUTURE IS PROBABLY INEVITABLE. PERSONALLY, I DO NOT 
THINK THIS IS THE CASE AND URGE DEPARTMENT TO RECONSIDER 
ITS POSITION ON THIS SUBJECT. IF WE COULD JUST PROVIDE 
NEXT YEAR FOR ONE OFFICER IT COULD BE VERY IMPORTANT IN 
TERMS OF THE ATTITUDE OF THE MILITARY TOWARD THE U.S., 

AND AS I HAVE EMPHASIZED IN VARIOUS REPORTS FOR OVER 3 
YEARS, THE MILITARY HERE IS LIKELY TO PLAY A KEY ROLE IN 
THE POST BANDA SUCCESSION. 

STEVENSON 
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